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Wednesday, August qth.
I had lunch at the Yacht Club. This has now become a regular
fixture with me. It will cease soon, and I shall vanish from
the club restaurant as mysteriously as I came. I read the
first two chapters of " A Pair of Blue Eyes " yesterday after-
noon, because my Trevelyan's " History of England " was up-
stairs and I was too idle to fetch it down and all my Hardy's
were in my study at hand. I liked these chapters. They were
better than I should have expected in an early book. At least
I think it is an early book. I had never read it before (I think)
and yet it seemed familiar.
Friday, August 6th.
Walked up Regent Street to the Ambassadors Club in Conduit
Street to a lunch given by Vernon Mackenzie, the London editor
of the International Magazine company, to meet Anita Loos,
author of " Gentlemen Prefer Blondes ", A long narrow table.
I was put opposite to Anita. She was all right. We could
talk easily across the plank called a table. She is very short
and slight, and dark. She said she had spent nearly all her
life in the movies, writing scenarios. As regards literature, she
had given up imitating others (such as Flaubert) because she
found she couldn't get her effects with a large vocabulary, but
only with a small and very simple one. And so on. Show-
ing that she had some artistic interest in the business. She
had read philosophy, but had given it up, because she had
found it didn't get her anywhere. This is just my attitude.
She has large dark tired eyes, and is very much a brunette.
Slight tired drawl.
After tea I had a sleep, and then by some miracle I wrote
the most difficult section of my nouvelle, 800 words in about
an hour and 20 minutes.
Saturday, August jth.
This afternoon I finished aU except the last big scene of my
nouvelle. The most difficult part is the one I have just done,
and it is not so bad as I feared. I found a new way of getting
to the Tate Gallery, via Victoria and thence by tram. It has
taken me some years to think of this, but I have thought of
it. With luck fifteen minutes will cover the whole thing, I
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